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OCPS Distance Learning Packet 

Grade 3 ELA 

Week of Monday, April 27th 

 

 

Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of 
a text  

● Read and review the skills slide.  

● Read The Race Across Alaska to gain understanding 

and answer the questions.  

● Create a question that could be answered based on 

the information provided in the text.  

Tuesday Distinguish your own point of 
view from that of the author of 
a text  

● Read and review the skills slide.  

● Read Amazing Armadillos and determine the 

author’s point of view.  

● Underline the words or phrases that helped you 

determine the author’s point of view.  

Wednesday Distinguish your own point of 
view from that of the author of 
a text  

● Reread Amazing Armadillos.  
● Distinguish your own point of view from that of the 

author.  

Thursday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Read the writing review slides. 

● Unpack the writing prompt.  

● Read and annotate the text provided, collect and 

organize your evidence from the text.  

● Plan your essay.  

Friday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Write your essay.  

● Edit and revise your essay.  

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes.  

 
 
**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
 
 
 



 
Monday 

 
 
Review the Standard 
We will be practicing the informational standard of referring to details and examples in a text when we 
are explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. With this 
standard, we will be using examples and details in the text to explain answers supported by 
information that is stated in the text or that we have to infer. 
 
Why is the race called the Iditarod?  Support your answer with text evidence. 
 
 
 
 
Based on the text, what are three reasons why the Iditarod is a one of a kind race? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write a question that could be answered after reading this text.  
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Name Date 

Cold Reads 
U N I T  5  

The Race Across Alaska 

The Iditarod race is one of a kind! Teams come from all over 

the world to participate in this legendary race. It is more than 

1,000 miles long, and it is run in bitterly cold weather across ice 

and snow. It takes at least nine days to finish, and the real stars of 

the race are dogs. 

The first Iditarod race was run in 1973. It got its name from the 

Iditarod Trail, an old mail road in Alaska. Long before there were 

telegraphs or phones, people used dogs to pull sleds that carried 

mail and supplies across the long trail. The people who drove the 

sleds were called mushers. 

In the race, mushers use teams of twelve to sixteen dogs to 

pull sleds. The sleds are very light, and the mushers do not carry 

anything that they may not need. The lighter the sled, the faster the 

dogs can go. 

The dogs that run this race are amazingly strong. One dog can 

pull nearly 1,000 pounds. They are also swift. They can cover 

eight to twelve miles in one hour. 

Mushers take good care of their dogs. They make sure that 

the dogs get plenty of food. They put booties on the dogs to keep 

splinters of ice from cutting their paws. 

The Iditarod Trail goes through cities and towns. The dog teams 

climb mountains. They race on frozen rivers and they run through 

deep drifts of snow. After the race, it is time for the mushers and 

dogs to rest. 

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Grade 3, Unit 5 

13 

25 

38 

53 

57 

71 

83 

94 

106 

110 

122 

135 

148 

151 

163 

174 

181 

192 

206 

213 

224 

235 

249 

252 

Copyright © 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company



Tuesday 

 
 

Review the Standard 
We will be looking at distinguishing our own point of view from that of the author of the text. Point of 
view is the perspective or view that an author has about a topic. It might be the feelings or thoughts 
that the author has about a topic. The point of view of the author affects what information the author 
tells the reader about a topic and how he or she tells the reader about the topic.  
 
For example: If an author wrote a text about sharks and the information the author provided explained 
that sharks often bite people by accident. In the text, the author explains that due to poor eyesight 
and murky waters, the shark might take a bite of a human being to figure out what it is, and not to 
necessarily cause harm. Based on this information, I would determine that the author’s point of view 
of sharks is that they are misunderstood and not as harmful as people may think. 
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Cold Reads 
U N I T  5  

Date Name 

Amazing Armadillos 

Have you ever seen an armadillo? An armadillo resembles 

a stone carving because its skin is hard, like armor. Almost 

the entire body of the armadillo is covered with this tough, 

armor-like skin. 

Early Spanish explorers gave the armadillo its name. 

They thought the armadillo’s skin looked like their own armor. 

In Spanish, armadillo means “little armored one.” 

Scientists believe that armadillos were on Earth many years 

before Spanish explorers discovered them. They may have lived 

55 million years ago! They may even be related to the glyptodont, 

an animal that lived at the same time as dinosaurs. Today, the 

armadillo is the official small mammal of the state of Texas. 

The armadillo’s shell, called a carapace, is not solid like the 

shell of a turtle or a snail. In the middle are nine bands that are 

joined with skin. This structure allows the armadillo to contort, or 

bend, its body and move easily. 

Did you know that armadillos can swim? They often avoid or 

escape predators by swimming away. First, the armadillo takes big 

breaths to fill its stomach with air. This makes the armadillo float. 

Then the armadillo paddles across the water. 

An armadillo can walk under the water, too. It holds one big 

breath and begins to sink. When it reaches the bottom, it starts 

walking. An armadillo can hold its breath for as long as eight 

minutes! 

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Grade 3, Unit 5 

9 

20 

31 

33 

41 

51 

58 

67 

76 

88 

100 

111 

122 

137 

148 

154 

165 

175 

187 

194 

206 

218 

230 

231 

Copyright © 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company



 
Based on the text, Amazing Armadillos what is the author’s point of view on 
armadillos? Provide details from the text to support your answer.  
 
 
 

Wednesday 
 

Do you agree, or disagree, with the author’s point of view on armadillos from the text 
Amazing Armadillos? Provide details from the text to support your answer.  
 
 
 
 
 

Review 

 



 

 

 







Thursday 
Read  Miss Johnson’s Plant Experiment . Miss Johnson wanted to teach her students an important 
lesson about plants. Write to explain the lesson that Miss Johnson’s students learned about plants. 
Use details from the text to support your answer. 

Evidence Table  

What the students do to learn about plants:  What it taught them about plants:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DnZIR3unhARrrLyfYs2JoNi6Tw_alc9U
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